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ABSTRACT^ . 

v;^ ' number of problems facing Hisp^nics in general and 

Mexican Americans in particular lend themselves to Xocal sorutions 
rather, than Federal intervention. From a community relations 
standpoint, there are three major areas of concern for Hispanics 
nationally: education, immigration and the admi,nistra tion of justice. 
The two major educational problems of Hispanics are high drop-out 
rate and the school desegregation process. Desegregation issues such 
as the lack of quality -^education and the break-up of bilingual 
education programs could be resolved locally if local officials take 
the initiative to work things out in advance with the communities 
affected. Federally mandated, desegregation is an admission that local 
officials have not acted to the satisfaction of the total community . 
Problems associated with immigration focus on the effect illegal 
immigration is having on this country and conflict over the methods 
of enforcing, immigration laws. Local officials need to address 
related prcJblems, such as m;Lsinf ormation about immigrant populations 
and non- jurisdictional Interrogation of suspected imm*igrants by 
police officers. The fiual major problem of Hispanics involves the 
mutual mistrust between minorities and the police. Local officials 
must take action in police abuse cases to restore minorities' 
confidence ^ in the justice system. (Author/WI) 
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IT IS. MY OPINION THAT A NUMBER OF, PROBLEMS FACING 
HISPANICS IN GENERAL.^AND MEXICAN AMERICANS IN PARTICULAR. 
TODAY. LEND THEMSELVES TO LOCAL SOLUTIONS RATHER THAN • 
FEDERAL INTERVENTION. THIS IS WHY AN AGENCY LIKE MINE 
REi:ol6NIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF AN ORGANIZATION -LIKE YOURS ' 
AS A CRITICAL ELEMENT IN THE RACIAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
PROCESS. WHETHER YOU CHOSE TO OR NOT - AS MTNOhlY ' 
PRACTITIPNERS WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSflCE PROCESS 
YOU WILL DRAWN INTO NATIONAt- ISSUES AFFECTING MINORITIES 

WHAT I HOPE TO DO THIS .EVENING IS LAY OUT. FOR YOU 
SOME OF THE MOST SERIOUS NATIONAL HISPANIC COM?iuNITY 
RELATrONS- CONCERNS THAT WE HAVE GOING ON TODAY. AND HOW. I' 
THINK Y;OU MIGHT BE HELPFUL IM ADDRESSING THESE CONCERNS , 
AT THE' LOCAL. RATHER THAN FEDERAL/, l|||L EITHER BEFORE 
OR AT TER THEY HAVE REACHED CRISIS pWp'&RTION. ' ! 

FROM A COMMUNITY, RELATIONS flANDPQIWT THERE ARE 
PRESENTLY THREE ^JOR AREAS ^OF CONCERN FOR HISPANICS 
NATIONALLY. " . 

THE FIRSJ IS, PROBLEMS. ASSOCI/^^Efi WITH E^^yCATI(J^^ 

. ■ , / ■ N,; ' , ■ 

THE SECOND IS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH IMMIGRATION 
ISSUES. , ■ ■ ' . 



AND THE THIRD IS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ^ 
. Jt'ROCESS OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE - SPECIFICALLY 
WITH police: . ' ■• . 

SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS ARE. OF COURSE, MORE PRONOUNCED 
IN SOME PARTS OF THE COUNTRY THAfJ IN OTHERS- 

FIRST LET'S CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH 
EDUCATION: 

EDUCATION CONTINUES TO BE AN AREA OF DEEP CONCERN 
. FOR HISPANICS NATIONALLY. WHILE THE HIGH EDUCATIONAL 
DROP-OUT RATE AMONG , HISPANICS IS STILL THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM, .FRQfl A COMMUNITY RELATIONS STANDPOINT. , 
PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS WITH LARGE HISPANIC STUDENT ENH6LLMENT. ARE 
I ALSO BECOM.INT^ f)jCREAS I NGLY SIGNIFICANT- ^,>' 

TWO- OF THE MOST PROMINENT ISSUES ARE, FIRST. ■• 
• PROTESTS -OVER LACK OF . QUALITY EDUCATION BECAUSE • » 
' OF AN IMBALANCE IN THE STUDENT DISTRIBUTION 

■ 

WITHIN CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS- AND SECOND. PROTESTS*" 
> 

o ■ ' 
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OVtR THE BREAK UP Ol^ BI-LINGUAL PROGRAMS IN SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS WHERE STUDENT REDISTRIBUTION HAS BEEN MANDATED. 

BOTH OF THESE ISSUES. AND OTHER ISSUES A^SOCIATtD 
WITH DESEGREGATION. COULD BE RESOLVED AT THE LOCAL LEVeL 
WITHOUT FEDERAL INTERVENTION IF LOCAL OFFICIALS TAKE /THE 
INITIATIVE TO WORK THINGS OUT IN ADVANCE WI TH , THE j 

connuNiTiES affected. . ^ 1^ 

THIS WAS DONE IN NUMEROUS^ SCHOOL DISTRICTS. INClI^ING 
RACINE. WISCONSIN; STOCKTON., CALIFORNIA; SEATTLE. WASHING>€iN; 
AND nONTGOflERY COUNTY. MARYLAND- \ 

FROn OUR PERSPECTIVE. FEDERALLY MANDATED DESEGREGATION 
•IS AN ADMISSION THAT LOCAL OFFICIALS HAVE NOL ACTED TO 
THE SATISFACTION OF THE TOTAL COMMUNITY. AS LOCAL 
PRACTITIONERS WITH SPECIAL CONCERNS. SOLUTIONS' ARE POSSIBLE 
THROUGH YOUR INVOLVEMENT AT AN EARLY STAGE- W^ CAN HELP 
BY SHARING WITH YOU SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCES IN OTHER 
JURISDICTIONS. ■ 



. K'EXT. THE SECOND COMMUNITY RELATIONS CONCERN 1 
MENTIONED IS PROBLEMS A'SSOCIATED WITH IMMIGRATION- 

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH IMMIGRATION HAVE FOCUSED 
PRIMARILY ON: 

• -DISCUSSIONS PRO AND CON OVER THE ALLEGED EFFECT 
THAT ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION IS HAVING ON THIS 
COUNTRY. 

AND ALSO. PROTESTS OVER ENFORCEMENT OF IMMIGRATION. 
LAWS. WE UNFORTUNATELY SEEM TO HE EXPER lEIIC IN6 
AN INFORMATION- WAR OVER THE A-LLECED IMPACT OF 
UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS- IN THE UNITED STATES. 
BEING FLD ALMOST DAILY BY A LACK OF ACCURATE 
STATISTICAL INFORMATION AND BY THE CONSTANT 
PROPAGATION OF RUMORS- 

THESE INCLUDE CHARGES CY SOflE GROUPS THAT UNDOCUMENTED 
ALIENS ARE TAKING AWAY PllLLIONS OF JOBS FROM AMERICANS. 
WHILE OTHLRS'CLAl'M TnEY TAKE ONLY THE MOST MENIAL 
AND POOREST-PAYING JOBS- 



ANOTHER AREA WHERE INFURflATION IS SCARCE IS IN 
ALLEGATIONS THAT UNDOCUMEf|JED ALIENS TURN TO CRIflE AND 
SIPHON OFF WELFARE MONEY. MEDICAL AID. AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS. OTHERS CLAIM THAT ALIENS WOULDN'T JEOPARDIZE 
DEPORTATION TO GAIN BENEFITS ALLOWED ONLY TO LEGAL 
RESIDENTS. 

ALSO. A GREAT PREPONDERANCE OF NEWSPAPER STORIES 
AND RADIO AND TELEVISION ACCOUNTS HAS APPEARED HIGH- 
LIGHTING THE SUPPOSED PROSPEROUS LIVES ENJOYED BY SOME 
UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS. WHILE OTHER STORIES HAVE DRAWN 
ATTENTION TO THE DESPERATE CONDITTONS OF POVERTY AND • 
FEAR-THAT PERVADE TiiE LIFE OF THE TYPICAL UNDOCUMENTED 
ALIEN. , - 

UNSUBSJANTIATED CLAIMS AND RUMORS Hy\VE 'UNDOUBTEDLY 
INFLUENCED RADICAL GROUPS LIKE THE KU KLUX KLAN- THE • 
KLAN- AND OTHER VI G I LANTE-LIKE ^GROUPS ARE DETERMINED 
TO INFLAME THE ISSUE. AND JHEY GET A LOT OF FIRE OUT 
OF ANY SPARK OF MISINFORMATION THAT COMES THEIR WAY- 

A SECOMD REASON WE SEE THE ISSUE AS A SERIOUS 
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connmjiiY KtiAiioMs concl.rm arisls ywrn iiil iaci iiiai ii 

HAS PLRIDDICALLY DRAWN Ifi LOCAL LAW LNFOHCLriLM AGLflCILS- 
AND, AT f^RLSLKI, Rf- LA 11 ONSII IPS HLIWEEN HISPANIC COMniJNjFILS 
AND LAW LNFORCLMLNI AGLNCIES ARE PROBABLY AT AN ALL riflL 

WHILE JHE IJ.S, IMMIGRATION SERVICE CAN DEAL WITH 
ALLEGATIONS OF EXCESSES KJ THE I R ' ENFORCEMENT PROCESS.. IT 
IS DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH EFFORTS BY LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES WHO FEEL COMPELLED TO DO WHAT ONE POLICE CHIEF 
DID A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO - HE ORDERED THE QUESTIDNING 
OF EVERY MEXICAN-LOOKING PERSON TO ASCERTAIN IF HE OR SHE 
WAS AN AMERICAN CITI/Ef;. FORTUNATELY, CHICANO STATE 
OFFICIALS INTLRVEN'ED AND PROCURED AfJ INJUNCTION AGAINST 
THE ORDER. ^ - • • . . ' 

: THE NET RESULTS CONCERNING THESE FACTORS ARE THAT - 
UNLESS CHECKED, ERRONEOUS NOTIONS OR NON-JUR I SD I CT I ONA L 
EFFORTS WILL RESULT, .IN POl\rIZATION AROUND IMMIGRATION 
ISSUES. . ■ ' 

THE RESULT COULD CE DISASTROUS UNLESS RESPOJi^IVE • 
LOCAL EFFO.RTS KEEP PACE WITH THE ■ ANTIC I PATp PROBLEMS SUCH 
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AS h^Vl' OUH IlJf l). I1I[Y i.tX Kli V VM'A IIIROtH.II Mil, [fJOOllR- 
AGEflENT OF- ORGAN I /A 1 1 UKS LI KE YOURS- 

FROM A FEDERAL PERSPECTIVE, I BELIEVE TllAE [HE SE I 
OF PROPOSALS SUBMITFED BY PRESIDENT CARTER 10 THE CONGRESS 
DESIGNED ESSEUriALLY.IO REDUCE THE FLOW OF UNDOCUMENTED 
ALIENS AND FO REGULATE IHE PRESENCE OF THE MjLLIONS WHO 
ARE-ALREADY HERE IS THE FEDERAL RESPONSE TO THE BROADER • 
inniGRATION ISSUE. 

HOWEVER. IN ORDER FOR THAT TO PROCEED, LOCm.' OFFICIALS 
NEED TO ADDRESS THE SATELLITE PROBLEMS SJICH AS MISINFORriATION 
AND THOSE POSED BY LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS THAT ARE 
CLEARLY NON-JURISDICriONAL, SUCH AS THE SPOT CHECKS I 
MENTIONED EARLIER. 

THE LAST LARGE ISSUE I WILL DISCUSS IS THE* PROBLEMS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROCESS OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 

MANY PROBLEMS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH 'THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF JUSTICE PROCESS, SPECIFICALLY WITH THE POLICE- THIS--. 
IS NOW OUR* TOP PRIORITY ITEi] IM THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
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;;iP,vi(.i. ]m;^iiii kia(I1i!N hi I'lii ki mm hi ixcissiw 
foRci loofi:, ON nil ikiki/iin a;; m ni im nosi sikious 

ANh INf [.AflMAltlkY ('.OnnUNI I Y KIIAIIONS COfJCl RliS LONI RUN II fJ(. 
UUK NAIION. M) orillK SlNdll IS.Silt I'KOVOKt SUCH MAJOR 1 1 Y 
/ AND ;iIN(1KIIY RCSKNinLfJL OR liA^T' :iOKl IMm NIIAl fOR 
SPlJimiNr, COMMUNI lY CON! I ICL IIlAfI illlS- 



ALifioijoii cRir^i i)i;:,ri;i!i'oRi lofjAii I Y ai im-.is riifjnRiiY 

COnrUlNniLS NAI lOfiAl l Y. IIIIRI If. N'O (,RAN1) ALLIANCh 
HhlWLLNllll rolK.I AND rl I NDR I I I.!?, WIIL N 11 CONKS ]^ 
lACKLiN(i CRIfii: AS* A COnnON I NhMY. 

POlICl (.LNLRAllY 1A(.K CONf IDLNCL TllAT rUNORIflES- 

Will (.o.n. hiR'.'AK;) AND As::!;;,' in idl ih:tlc[ion of 

Ci.l.",l_ ANi;- ItiL PROSK.lll lUiJ 01- CRIrlINALS> 

lINFODF.jRAn l.Y, 11 IS OiJR CON.C I IIS 1 t)N 'TilAl DCSPlTi: ALL 
LI-f-ORfS I'i i;iRr.i;Vl R[-:iAII:Jf]S RIlWRFfJ I'llNORlIir.:: AND POLICF.. 
:!INijRM]LS .riLi. M.iK ftiRIR I'AKl. LACK CiiDllDLNCL LHAI 
f'liLICL' ;:,L' ViCr i i: AR^A ilr ARC AS ^AST, FAIR, ^ 

V -Ai-R' LRf LL i'l'.L i:,L. ,",;\t. Ifi'AricLO NF 1 !D,BukHOOUS • MINORlLirS 
STILL ;^LF POLICl A. AN nWlU nCCLPA'lIUN FORCE. AND IHE 

' TOLiCL STILL TEND TO ifffNTIFY r. I NOR I T I FS' AND CRI'IE AS 
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PARI AM) TAK; 11. 1 M ii ulMui' i I 1 1 1 liAKlM-KS A l\{ ASIIRI 01 
f I AK IIIAI 1 ! MAY HI Mil Vli I IN ill I'HYSICAI Villi f HCI 

iNf I K.ii n i'.y- Mil. ''I'll \\ Af:;i iii!'; 1 1 ak is i;i inr, ack ii 

DiJI Wl III Vl \{)' IKAM( I !iN':i (Jill ni l S,. ■ • 

IHIS ISS.III HAS Ki A( lil !) Sill II I IvM S I S I'KOI'llKl lOflS 

riiAi IN sum rAi;i. m iiii linifjiiiY, an nun u ari d war has 
sLir,ii;i)iY niviiii''iii i;iuiiN iiifjoRi i ii and poiici. ii i 

AN IJNDf CI AR["11 WAR WiiilSl ISiAIAlldN Wl ARI. COflfl 1 1 1 C iM 0 
('RbkVLNI > 

IN RLSI'ilNlllNr 111 rsi Ii I . ABlRii: CASISS I flROUfiflUU T Tilt 

COlIfJlRY ;;[. ilAVi f!,!i;,ii II,AI Illl PROBLLII is not CQfiFINED 

10 ANY llNF PARI lsi;i AR nHfJK, l)Rl)l]P UR I(] A GPOGRAPHIC 

AREA, NOR IS fS! si/l i^' ICR roMfUJNIlY OR POLICE 
DEPARTNFNl A PACloR. [ 

IIIP DNIY AH'SiU;!; PACI AHPul IHL ISSUE IS THAT 
NO Of^E ItAS vri iM fi;; a :iANl ir''nK THE, PROBLEfl. 

ISSS; :iAS : s-|: S; ;,VIi Y POi ITICIZELi IN SOME 
PARTS 0!- TSl (S^!iSIR\ - -'■'iS-lS'S LTAVY PflESSlJPE ON 
MINORITY ELEefEP OFRh [AIS AND HRCAN I ZAT'IOfiS TO^COME 
UP WITH POSIUVt ANSvlErlo ij't'he PR0BLEN> 



1 iM [ 11 VI iiiAi ViM'i' I'^'ii ;;i I 'I !('M i i:: nil:. 
I;> ( i; II K Ai . A'. A "11 NiM' 1 1 V nhv;! .'AI iMf: inn Ai-i lu: 

Mil ( ill I IfJi, f l)(,f \M MIP IM'MilM! M, liL'l I IM I II V! IIIAI YHil 

riAv I. VI fii uAi I Y lii 1 r Mi I'kiivipi wiiam vi k mm hi lofis 

MAY 1 m !((.l . 

mis oiMNioN 1!; HAr.Lii m \m iLt- iiiai ihi mrsi 

;;i[ P lllWAKll A Sill :,|-!, *. lA iJN'^ Wl HI AI I 1 llJUIfJAl f.llANdl • 
nil :;'[ ( IIAN'SI S IM Alii! iliM 'lil^;! Hi INI I lAILl) AI IHI 
LOCAI I I VI 1 AI IIS IS r.l! f;i I Hi' M'N'SI I 1 VI I fill 1 V MHIA [ 
HIK) I'ARI Ii; ITAII IfJMlil Allfll N 1 S I RA I I ON Of" JUSIICT HROfi SS 

: 1 Mil k .ii;i I. i ; v ss isi ir' ; 1 1 1 • nil si. iNci him . uo\ osi y 
lAWYiKS AfiV .rjiij . :iri Y''iss;i I VI ];in tiAYORS, ciiiu'; 

or POI 1(1 . :NIHIIfS:, ;M .M'Jt ! Alls ( illJNI Y Al KUnJI.YS, lIC- 

I ilAV! PRililJJlY :.i'1;jI lAil ill ^LIFE: If] DUE ASPISl 
OK ANSlhlR \)\ 11:1 AS"'|li!Sil?All!ifi ' JtlSIlCl SYSIL:^ AIIJ 

i'.r.i isvi ISA! Wl s-^ A SI "!■' ' vn^' 1^1 I'm :iA:^ni'i iy di' (sxid 

POLICE iiFFlCER" iS f iSS;SY WHEN HE LHnK.ISE !IHEP 

* 

WA / 1 S'i ! ' ' , ' :. ,' • ■ ' i ! ^^S '-Si i S' i St i.M''l't 

If,ACri(,r 01' fKKi-Ai, I hPi PSr' LOFAL OFEIlIALS IfiPOLIFE 
ABUSE CASES DOES NOTHINF, TO PROflOTE CHANGES IN. ATTITUDES 
If flERELY PR if-' in ^" IriF fSSlISS TilAI ABUSES ARE TOLERATED. 
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. AND THAT inftUNITY FROfl PROSECUTION CAN BE! EXP'^GTfD. / " - • 

" ^ ' . • .-'^ -''V- . .\. • ■ ' - ^ 

I PERSONALLY DO NOT BEIIEVE. THAT ^OU CAN PULLY ' '. 

DEVELOP THE NEEDED XCHANGES INAT^ITUDES THROUGH FEDERAL - 
- . ^ROSECUT^Ot; OR lEGISlATION. VIIjO^OUS FEDERAL PROSECUTION 
* IS -NECESHlY-.TO BRItJG ABOUT 'JUSTICE WHEN JUSTICE WAS NOT " . 
- 0BTAINEI3 'AT-THE LOCAL 'LEVEL. BUT IT 'DOES NOT PROMOTE- - - \ 
ATTIJUDINAL CH-ANGES WHEN YOU MERELY MAKE THE FEDS THE 
BOOGIE MAN. • ^ > ' 

V ''X' IN SUM' TOTAL. -WHAT I HAVE STATED 'OVEB- THE LAST FEW 
MINUTES IS THIS: SOLUTIONS TO MOST COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
PROBLEMS CAN BE' FOUND AT THE LOCAL. LEVEL IF INTEREST 
GROUPS STAY ABREAST OF ISSUES AFFECTING THEIR COMMUNITY 
, "SURFICIENTLY TO BRING ABOUT A POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM • 
LOCAL OFFICIALS IN ADVANCE OF A^NY NECESSiTY FOR 
FEDERAL INTERVENTION- " ^ - 

I HAVE HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE OVER T^E LAST 12 YEARS 
TO PERSONALLY OBSERVE THE HISPANIC DEVELOPMENT OF THIS 
COUNTRY.. IN THE SOUTHWEST. IN 1966. I WATCHED THE FIRST 
' MANIFESTATIONS OF CHICANOS PULLING-THEnSELVES TOGETHER 
. ' AS A GROUP. I WITNESSED THE DEVELOPMENT OF COALITIONS 
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RETWEEN MEXICAN, /)MER.ICANS/ PUERTO RICANS. AND COBAfil- . ; 
AMERICANS.- IN THE YEARS Sll^CE THAT TIME. MEXICAN AMERICAN 
POIITICAL AND COMMU^JITY ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY 
SOPHISTICATED. NOW SUCH' ORGANIZATIONS A^^ THE DOMINANT 
FORCE WITHirrTHE HISPANIC FAMILY. " \ . 

THIS IS WH'Y YOU MUST NOT FORGET THAT. TODAY. HISPANICS 
THROUGHOUT THE UN ITED. STATES LOOK TO ORGANIZATIONS LIKE. 
YOURS FOR THE LEi\DERSHIP THAT IS NECESSARY TO DEAL NOT 
ONU WITH TODAY'S. PROBLEMS BUT ALSO TO MEET THE CHALLENGES 
OF THE '80s WHEN HISPANICS WILL BECOME THE LARGEST MINORITY 
IN UNITED STATES. ^. 

DO NOT SELL YOURSELF SHORT IN TERMS OF YOUR IMPORTANCE. 

V 

AS AN ORGANIZATIONAL FORCE. YOUR LEADERSHIP IS NECESSARY 
TO PROMOTE A BETTER' UNDERSTANDING OF PROBLEMS AND ISSUES — 
PARTICULARLY TH{)SE AFFE^ING MExicAN AflERICANS. BUT ALSO 
THOSE CONFRONTING,ALL AMERICANS. 




YOU HA-\^DEfiONSTRATED YOUR ABILITY TO BRING PEOPLE 



TOGETHER. TO RAISE" CR ITICAL ISSUES. AND TO' DEAL WITH ^ 
THOSE ISSUES. THER^ IS MORE. YOU CAN DC YOU MIGHT. 



FOR INSTANCE. HELP- TO ESTABLISH A LEGAL COMPONENT FOR 
COMHUNITY P^OGRAfTS WHICH ARE DEVELOPING THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY TO COONSEL inNIGRANT MOUPS- YOU CAN SET AN ' 
EXAMPLE BECAUSE YOU HAVE TAKEN 'ADVANTAGE OF THE 
EDUCATIONAL. -SOCIAL. AND DEMOCRATIC OPPORTUNITIES JN 
AMERICA. DO NOT SHOULDER THIS RESPONSIBILITY LIGHTLY-' 

THANK YOU. . ■ , 



